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Syndicalism in modern society - SAC 

A pamphlet published by SAC (The Central Organization of Swedish Workers) 
in 1963, laying out the organizations "new orientation" towards a more reformist 
syndicalism, with a strong focus on the cooperative movement. 

The 4 Phases of Syndicalism 

As early as in the First International in the eighteen sixties and eighteen 
seventies there appeared movements and ideas which were later to he called 
Syndicalist, i. e. revolutionary, federative and non-political trade union 
movements and ideas about their taking over the production. This Pre- 
Syndicalism was often, particularly in Spain, strongly influenced by Anarchist 
thinkers such as the Frenchman Proudhon and the Russian Bakunin. 

Classical Syndicalism arose in France of the 1890s. The French word 
syndicalisme properly means trade union movement, but, after what the at the 
turn of the century dominating tendency within the French labour movement 
meant by trade union organization, the concept of Syndicalism has, in the 
Germanic countries, got a considerably more special import. This classical 
Revolutionary Syndicalism sought to rally on the ground of the class struggle 

’’outside all political schools”, all workers, by hand and by brain in a federative 
trade union organization, built upon industrial' unions and local federations or 
“Bourses de Travail”. The means to overthrow the capitalist society was the 
expropriating general strike. After the revolution, the workers themselves, 



through their union organs, should handle the means of production. 


The French union CGT soon came under Social Democratic influence, and 
Syndicalism got its greatest strength in Spain. Of great theoretical importance 
was also the German movement. In these countries the doctrines of Proudhon, 
Bakunin and the Russian Anarchocommunist Krapotkin came to leave a heavy 
mark on Syndicalism, and Anarchosyndicalism emerged. The latter was, in 
difference to classical Syndicalism, hardly non-political but rather anti-(party) 
political, and had no great credit to the possibility of rallying all workers on a 
purely economic basis but appealed to the wage and salary earners’ 

and the intellectuals’ love of freedom. 

During the 40’s Syndicalism went into its fourth and present phase. The new 
orientation has its origin above all in three things. The experiences of the 
Spanish Civil War, where the Anarohosyndicalist ideas for the first time could be 
put into practice on a large scale, the changed society and its new problems, 
foremost the emergence of the Welfare State but also Bolshevism’s push 
forward, and thirdly the actualization of certain liberal and anarchist lines of 
thought. Because of the advanced character of the Swedish Social State and the, 
from the international point of view, relatively strong position of Swedish 
Syndicalism after Spanish Anarchosyndicalism had been driven into exile after 
Franco’s victory, the new course has, in the first hand, been marked out in 
Sweden. 

Modern Libertarian Syndicalism has written off the ’’class struggle dogma” of 
the classical Syndicalists and stresses very strongly its libertarian character. The 
old thought of a definitive general strike revolution has been abandoned for 
being, in today’s society, unrealistic and implying totalitarian risks. The 
development towards a Libertarian Socialist society is thought as an 
evolutionary process with trade union struggle, opinion making and other direct 
social activity as pushing means. On the whole, for modern Syndicalists the end 
plays a considerably lesser part than the direction, and Libertarian Syndicalism is 
still more undoctrinaire and pragmatic than older Syndicalism. 

Although not constituting (as yet anyhow) a new historical phase something 
should perhaps be added about the youngest generation of Swedish Syndicalists. 
They have a somewhat broader perspective, and the young Marx, modern 
’’Revisionism” and British Anarchist and New Left thinking are new sources of 



inspiration. Having grown up together with the Anti-Colonial Revolution in Asia 
and Africa the young Syndicalists base their View of the world on the emergence 
of these new countries. This new generation is mostly to be found in the 
ideological groups and in the circle around the ’’Journal of Libertarian 
Socialism”, Zenit. 

Syndicalism in Today’s Sweden 

The principal organization of Swedish Syndicalism is Sveriges Arbetares 
Centralorganisation (Central Organization of Swedish Workers) SAC, a 
Syndicalist trade union movement founded in 1910, organizing all categories of 
wage and salary earners and having about 20.000 members with its greatest 
strength among wood- and building-workers. 

Beside SAC there is a Syndicalist women’s federation and independent 
ideological and/or propagandistical groups, among others students’ clubs. 

The Syndicalist press in Sweden comprises the famous weekly Arbetaren (The 
Worker), the union organ Industriarbetaren and the ideological and cultural 
review Zenit. 

Internationally, the Swedish Syndicalists cooperate with several Syndicalist and 
other Libertarian and Socialist organizations all over the world. 

The Declaration of Principles of the Central Organization of Swedish 
Workers (SAC) 1) The Syndicalist movement is emanating from the working 
class as a safeguard for the interests of the working people and with the purpose 
of remoulding society into a Libertarian Socialist direction, which implies the 
greatest possible freedom and economic justice being given to everybody. 

2) The world scene is primarily dominated by three systems: a) The democratic- 
statist with a mixture of private, state and other collective property together with 
political democracy and certain rights for individuals and organizations. 

b) The statist-totalitarian system, where property as well as power monopoly are 
entirely in the hands of the state. 

e) The politically statist-totalitarian system, where the property monopoly 
predominantly is in private hands. 



3) The SAC is against all these systems but does not equate them. The society 
which respects the human rights is preferred decidedly. Syndicalism has 
contributed to the creation of the human liberties and rights which exist in the 
democratic society and is ready to defend these against the adherents of 
dictatorship. 

4) Where private capitalism is dominating there also exists the private monopoly 
of supplies of raw materials and of means of production. This monopoly is a bar 
to continued economic democratization and federative administration. Instead of 
being objects of speculation for a privileged few the production must, to an equal 
degree, be put at everybody’s disposal. 

Thereby the greatest cause for exploitation and economic conflicts between men 
is removed. 

5) In industrialized countries with a political democracy the social security of the 
property-less masses has become greater through the modern social reforms, but 
at the same time has the power of the state increased by this policy. Through its 
organizational strength the working-class must see to it that the carrying through 
of the social security reforms occur in forms favouring self-administration and 
being under the control of the popular organizations. 

6) Syndicalism opposes the nationalization of the economic, social and cultural 
life. It appeals to all who are opposed to every form of exploitation, to all who 
do not defend economic or other privileges and who are ready to participate in a 
struggle for a social order where all Working people have a chance of getting a 
coresponsibility in the administration of the means of production by adhesion to 
cooperative producers’ groups, and where every member of society, on the basis 
of extended forms of communal and regional autonomy gets the opportunity of 
actively participating in a decentralized social life. 

7) Syndicalism fights against every form of dictatorship and declines all 
authoritarian forms of organization, which by the centralization of the right of 
decision, create oppressors and oppressed and which render more difficult the 
development of self-responsibility which is the prerequisite for autonomy. Since 
one man does not have a natural right to determine over another and since might 
in itself is not right, there only rest the voluntarily made agreements as a basis 
for men’s social cooperation. 



From this fact the federative form of organization is derived. Therefore, 
Syndicalism in the first hand directs its energies towards the building up of 
organizations on a federative basis, within which it is left to each organizational 
unit to decide their own affairs, which does not imply that the units have a right 
to act contrarily to commonly made regulations. 

This organization is shaped so, that these locally employed in an enterprise form 
an operation section; the operation sections from all enterprises in the same 
branch and at the same place form a syndicate, and all syndicates form together 
in their turn the local federation, which as regards general and common interests 
form the unit within the central organization. For the furthering of the activity 
and special interests of the respective industrial groups the 

syndicates form country-wide federations, according to expediency are brought 
together into departments. This organization shall be developed with all vital 
functions in a free socialist society taken into consideration. 

8) The SAC does not participate in party politics. Both in the day-to-day struggle 
and for the creation of a classless social order the direct, economic, social and 
cultural activity is regarded as the essential. Syndicalism prepares and follows up 
the social transformation from below with the place of work as point of 
departure and with a constructive View of the social upbuilding. The SAC, 
therefore, organizes all workers — wherein technicians and administrators of all 
kinds also are included — in their character of producers, in a common 
organization, which beyond the immediate interest struggle aims at the 
construction of a Syndicalist society. 

The members of the SAC have the right outside the movement to participate in 
the forms of social activity that corresponds to their political, philosophic and 
religions views on the condition that this activity does not bring them into a state 
of open hostility to the Syndicalist movement. 

9) Syndicalism contributes to a cooperative economy in a socialist meaning and 
aims at the forming of international federations of producers’ cooperatives as a 
first step towards the Libertarian Socialism of the future. Syndicalism regards all 
forms of cooperative activity, even the cooperation of the farmers and the self- 
employed, which does not exploit other labour or sets aside social solidarity, as a 
stage in the development towards e society where everybody is liberated from 
undue economic dependence and where all appropriate forms of mutual aid are 



coordinated according to federalist principles. Syndicalism also regards the 
consumers’ cooperation as an applicable means in the struggle against national 
and international monopolies. 

Syndicalism’s order of production implies the complete realization of Industrial 
Democracy, so as a striving towards this goal the SAC participates, by direct 
union-industrial measures in every activity aiming at coinfluence of the workers 
in private, communal, state or consumer-owned enterprises. Syndicalism 
therefore also intends to give the partial industrial democracy a socialist 
direction, bearing in mind that the administration of the means of productions 
shall he overtaken by all employed. 

10) State boundaries' and national administration unite are contrary to the social 
structure of Syndicalism, which follows the economic life and is, 
administrationally, nationless. In consequence of that is the state as a 
representative of nationalism and war the bitterest enemy of Syndicalism. 
Syndicalism, therefore, combats militarism and regards the anti-militarist 
propaganda as one of. its most important civilizational tasks. It moreover works 
for a joint action against militarism and war by the free popular movements. The 
methods for the anti-military struggle will be determined by the situation 
prevailing in each special case. 

Instead of the existing system of sovereign states Syndicalism aims at 
international, regional and universal federations, resting upon economic and 
cultural unions of both geographic and functional character. Autonomy and 
suitable forms of control in all social fields must make the guarantee for a 
democratic development within the frame of a common federalist judicial system 
which overcomes nationalism and makes militarism superfluent. 

In this way Syndicalism wants to further a humanistic view of life and a higher 
civilization in the spirit of freedom and solidarity with the intent at last to reach a 
brotherly cooperation between all peoples and races of the earth. 



